[Anterior approach in total hip arthroplasty].
The anterior approach to the hip is first between the tensor muscle of fascia lata and the sartorius muscle, then laterally to the vastus externus. Desinsertion of the fascia lata from the ilium is necessary in only slightly more than one half of the cases, and it is always limited. Access to the capsule is wide and, provided one works on an orthopaedic operating table, the manoeuvres required to dislocate the joint and expose the femoral head and neck, then the cotyloid cavity, are simple. Closure is easy, and because the trochanter has not been sectioned, early rehabilitation is possible.